
Experiences of George McCormick

yourself no uneasiness about him as regards attention, as
the citizens are all very kind and attentive to our wounded.
He is at a Mr. Saunders' about four miles west of Tupelo. I
left John Frazer and Stephen with him. John is a splendid
nurse the best in our battalion. The surgeon said that he
would not need anything but to be kept clean and dressed.
The people of the house that he is at are very kind and do
everything that they can for him, but the enemy took
everything that they had. But I sent out and got a good bed
and left him very comfortable. There is several families that
are anxious for him to come and stay with them but after
consulting with the surgeons I thought it best for him to
remain where he was rather than have him moved, as he
was satisfied to remain where he was and the neighbors
was sending in provisions. I was no little surprised to find
him in such good spirit. He was nothing like as low spirited
as he usually is when he has a chill. He said that it was not
near as bad as he supposed it was to have a limb
amputated ... (rest illegib/e)13

In bed, August 24th, 1864
W.M. Woolsey,
Dear Wiley

It s'eems almost an age since I have seen or
heard any' thing from Company D or any of the boys, and you
cannot imagine how anxious I am to hear of and see you all.
again, although for a long time I thought it very doubtful
whether I would get well. You cannot imagine how much
I have suffered. If I had all to go through again I believe death
would be preferable but I hope now that I will recover and
be able to see you all in a few months. I tell you old fellow
this thing of having a leg cut off is a very dangerous and
serious affair and after I get well must be a cripple for life.
But I have the consciousness of having lost my limb in a
righteous cause and I am not ashamed to hobble on

13 Presumed to be from Captain Peck. It is in the same handwriting
as other letters McCormick received from Peck after he had returned to
Texas.
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crutches, for it's no disgrace but a great inconvenience. I
think by the middle of October I may be able to go and see
you all and I want to go home to Texas as soon as I can.
Probably can start by December. My horse died two or three
days after I was left but Stephen has let me have one of his.
I want you if possible to see Dr. Hodges and get pay for that
saddle. I will send you an order for the money in this letter.
Takejust such money as you are willing to keep. I should like
very much to have my pay as we have very little money. I am
afraid some of you have been hurt in the fighting lately but
hope none of Company D. If you have an opportunity to
write home some of you boys must write to father and tell
him how I am getting along and why I don't write, for we
have no opportunity of writing from here. If you have a
chance to send a letter here, write me all the news especially
all the company news. Tell Charles and Jack I want to see
them mighty bad. I feel towards Mess No.2 like they were
all brothers. Oh how bad I want to sit around the mess fire
and talk to you all. You must let all the boys that want to read
this letter. One of you must try and come over here. I know
it is a long ways, but if you knew how glad I would be to see
any of you, you would try and come anyhow. I am getting
tired of sitting up so must close this letter. Give my love to
Tom Moore, Jack Stacy, Charley Eschenburg, Ran Harrison,
Short Hall, Lonny Hill, and to everybody in the company, for
I can't mention all. I will write to Captain Peck this evening.
How does A. Mahan get along as Orderly Sergeant?14 It
makes me sad to think that I never can stay with you all
again. John Frazer starts in the morning. I will be so
lonesome without him. Do try some of you and come to see
me. I know of nothing more to write so good bye. Stephen
sends respects to you all. Come over or send me a letter as
soon as possible.

. Yours etc.
George M. McCormick

14 McCormick abbreviates as "O.S".
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General Forrest, in his report on the engage
ment in which McCormick was wounded, wrote: "The
battle ... will furnish the historian a bloody record, but it
wHi also stamp with immortality the gal/ant dead and the
living heroes it has made... Future generations wlll never
weary of hanging garlands upon their graves. "16

15 John A. Wyeth, Life of General Nathan Bedford Forrest, (1899)
p. 456
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Sen Katayama In Garwood

by Bill Stein

Paradoxically, few people in Texas have ever
heard of the most famous man who has ever lived in
Colorado County. Sen J. Katayama, who is often referred
to as the "Father of Asian Communism" and who was
accorded the rare honor of burial at the Kremlin in Moscow,
once owned land in Colorado County. On May 11, 1904, he
and another Japanese man, Junzo Hashimoto, each bought
160 acres of land west of Garwood for $2560.

Both men planned to plant rice on their acreage,
but it is unlikely that Katayama ever did. In the same month
that he purchased the land, he travelled to Chicago for the
American Socialist Party's national convention. Later that
summer, he went to Sixth Congress of the Second Interna
tional in Amsterdam. There he outraged his fellow Japanese
by publicly denouncing the Russo-Japanese War, which
was then in progress, and shaking hands with a Russian
delegate to the congress.

Katayama returned to Texas, but not to Gar
wood. He later wrote that another Japanese rice farmer in
the area, presumably Hashimoto, told him that there was
not enough water in the area to cultivate rice successfully.
When he learned that the same Japanese farmer made a
good crop that year, he assumed that the advice had only
been given because he was no longer wanted as a neighbor.

He moved to Aldine and planted 50 acres of rice
in 1905. His crop failed and he moved to Houston. In
February, 1907, he left Texas, never to return.
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George Millan McCormick
as photographed in Austin in 1880


